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SPI4, the Universal Standards and Green 
microfinance



Association focused on disseminating knowledge 
and tools for ethical finance
• Founding members: five French organizations 

specialized in microfinance
• Partners: MFIs, networks, TA providers, investors, 

donors, researchers, worldwide
• Working areas: impact and social  performance, 

governance, rural and agricultural finance.

www.cerise-microfinance.org

http://www.cerise-microfinance.org/


Social Performance Fund – 3rd round

Who we target?
 MFIs, National networks, Local regulators, Investors

SP Fund offer for Microfinance Stakeholders 
 On-line trainings (in English, Spanish and Russian) for 

network representatives, MFIs' managers, credit analysts 
and SPI4 auditors on the data collection and use of SPI4

 Off site individual TA for selected MFIs, networks and credit 
analysts

 Scholarships to participate to SPTF annual meeting in and 
2017

Open calls for proposals 26 Sept – 6 Nov 2016

More: http://www.mfc.org.pl

http://www.mfc.org.pl/


Webinar objectives

1. Discuss the key issues around green
microfiance in SPM

2. Understand the key indicators related to green
microfinance in the Universal Standards (and 
SPI4 filtering option)

3. See examples on how to improve practices 
related to green microfinance

4. Identify technical resources



What are the key issues around green
Microfinance and how does it relates to
SPM?



Built on the work of an action group at the e-MFP level
 Survey to identify the green microfinance practices 

considered as the most important by practitioners

 Based on survey results and members’ experience, key 
indicators selected and integrated in SPI4. 

 Tested in the field throughout 2014-2015, updated with 
the Green Microfinance Action Group in 2016 with SPI4 
2.0. 
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• The provider defines, manages and monitors 
its environmental strategy. 

• The provider manages its internal 
environmental risks. 

• The provider manages its external 
environmental risks. 

• The provider fosters green opportunities

Green Index



The provider defines, manages and monitors its 
environmental strategy. 

• The provider defines its environmental 
strategy. 

• The provider manages and monitors its 
environmental strategy. 



• The provider implements actions to 
reduce its internal ecological footprint. 

• The provider monitors its internal 
ecological footprint 

The provider manages its internal 
environmental risks. 



• The provider evaluates the level of 
environmental risk of its clients 

• The provider includes the level of 
environmental risk as a factor in the loan 
approval process

• The provider raises clients' awareness on 
environmental risks linked to clients' 
activities and possible mitigation strategies

The provider manages its external 
environmental risks



The provider fosters green 
opportunities. 

• The provider offers specific financial 
products for clean energy. 

• The provider offers specific financial 
products for sustainable or climate-
smart agriculture 

• The provider offers other green financial 
or non-financial products or services. 



How green am I? How to assess instiututiom
practises? 



How to assess green practises with 
SPI4?



State of practise
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What are benefits



Benefits

• Provides sustainable solutions

• Creates jobs

• Institutions and clients more resiliant in 
the areas affected by climate change

• Pushes innnovation

• Reduce institution costs



Questions



Good practise examples



Kompanion Bank, Kirgistan

• Credit for Conservation:
• Introduced in 2011

• Loan linked to a training program for 
livestock farmers



Acleda Bank, Cambodia



• Business in agriculture and/or livestock

• Special questionnaire

• Support to clients

Partner, BiH



Questions?

Еxperience to share?



Technical resources



Where to find SPI4 and related resources? 
www.cerise-spi4.org

http://www.cerise-spi4.org/


Check the e-MPF website

http://www.e-mfp.eu/actions-groups/microfinance-
environment



If you need help…

• SP Fund can offer off site TA in English, Spanish 
and Russian e.g.

 Provide guidance in conducting an audit, 
understanding the indicators

 Suggest exisiting tools which can help reduce
SP gaps



Thank you!

Contact MFC: 

Kinga Dabrowska: kdabrowska@mfc.org.pl

www.mfc.org.pl

Contact CERISE:

spi4@cerise-microfinance.org

www.cerise-spi4.org

mailto:kdabrowska@mfc.org.pl
http://www.mfc.org.pl/
mailto:spi4@cerise-microfinance.org
http://www.cerise-spi4.org/

